AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 4, 2012

SENATE BILL No. 700

Introduced by Senator La Malfa

February 18, 2011

An act to amend Section-280% 2781 of the Penal Code, relating to
corrections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 700, as amended, La Malfa. Corrections.—Prisor—industry
Autherity- prison labor: fire suppression.

Existing law authorizes the Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation to use or cause to be used prisoners of the state prison
to perform labor at permanent, temporary, and mobile camps, including
fire suppression. Existing law requires the Secretary of the Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation to determine which prisoners shall
be eligible for employment at those camps. Existing law also establishes
conservation centers for the employment of inmates in custody of the
secretary to perform public conservation projects, including forest fire
prevention and control.

This bill would, if a prisoner is under consideration for assignment
to a camp to perform fire suppression, including an assignment to
perform forest fire prevention and control in a conservation center,
require the secretary to contact the local law enforcement agency
responsible for the arrest of the prisoner for the offense for which he
or she is currently serving his or her sentence and inform the agency
that it may provide the secretary additional information regarding the
background of the prisoner for consideration by the secretary in
determining the prisoner’s eligibility for that assignment, including
information relating to any other criminal activity and any mental health
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issues. The bill would require the secretary to inform the agency that
it has 10 business days to respond to the department and object to the
placement of the prisoner in the camp or conservation center. If the
law enforcement agency files such an objection with the department
within 10 business days, the bill would prohibit the placement of the
prisoner in the camp or conservation center.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2781 of the Penal Code is amended to
read:

2781. (a) (1) The-Director-efCorrections Secretary of the
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shall determine
which prisoners shall be eligible for employment under Section
2780, shall satisfy the requirements of paragraph (2), if applicable,
and shall establish and modify lists of prisoners eligible for-sueh
that employment. Upon the requisition of an agency mentioned in
Section 2780, the-Director-ef-Corrections secretary may send to
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the place and at the time designated the number of prisoners
requisitioned or such number thereof as have been determined to
be eligible for-sueh that employment and are available.

(2) If a prisoner is under consideration for assignment to a
camp to perform fire suppression, including, but not limited to, an
assignment to perform fire prevention and control in a conservation
center, as described in Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 6200)
of Title 7, the secretary shall contact the local law enforcement
agency responsible for the arrest of the prisoner for the offense
for which he or she is currently serving his or her sentence and
inform the agency that it may provide the secretary additional
information regarding the background of the prisoner, including
information relating to any other criminal activity and any mental
health issues, for consideration by the secretary in determining
the prisoner’s eligibility for that assignment, and inform the agency
that it has 10 business days to respond to the department and
object to the placement of the prisoner in the camp or conservation
center. If the law enforcement agency files an objection to the
placement with the department within 10 business days, the
prisoner shall not be placed in the camp or conservation center.

(b) The secretary may return to prison any prisoner transferred
to camp pursuant to this section, when the need for-sueh that
prisoner’s labor has ceased or when the prisoner is guilty of any
violation of the rules and regulations of the prison or camp.
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